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Cum pietate ſimul & ſanctitatem & religionem tolli ne- 
ceſſe eſt: quibus ſublatis, perturbatio vitæ ſequitur, & 
magna confuſio. Atque haud ſcio, an pietate adverſus 
Deos ſublata, fides etiam, & ſocietas humani generis, 


& una excellentiſſima virtus, juſtitia, tollatur. 
Cic. de Natur. Deor. lib. 1. 


Come la ofſervanza del culto divino d cagione della grau- 
dezza della republica; coli il diſpregio di quella ecagione 
della rouina d'eſſa. Mach. Diſc. lib, 1. c. 11. 
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PRE F A GE. 
2 HE following papers can need no a- 
pology to any who are well affe- 
Fed to the Conflitution. Were the Advo- 
cates for Licentiouſneſs capable of convi- 
ion they had been put to ſilence * by a 
Treatiſe publiſhed by Dr. Rogers, a wery 

compleat and fmiſhed performance. But 
as it is not particularly lewell d at theſe * 
Oppoſers of the Eſtabliſhment, and they 
have fince reſumed the Queſtion in ſa- 
veral late Pamphlets, in order to con- 
found Libert wich Licentiouſneſs, it 
72 ae to take notice of what 
they urge ke any appearance of Rea- 
ſon. It would have been tedious to 
| have made Remarks paragraph by para- 


IT and it may perhaps be of more uſe 
to the Reader to oppoſe them art 


* See Dr. Rogers's Vindication of the Civil Eſtabliſhment 
of Religion, | 


ait h- 


ai 
' . » without repeuting the wordr, and to con- 
ſider only their main Pleas and Pretences, 
Neither can it be expected that 
theſe Writers ſhould be followed in their 
. manner of Reaſoning, this not being ea- 
ly redacible to any Rules bf Mcthod; 
which if they would rondeſcend to Au- 
Y a little; it would fame them and 
others abundante of tronble, But their 
volume, wund be extremely leſſened in. 
deed, ſhould they become furh Proficients 
as ro | fitip theit works of every thing 
not eſſential to the diſcovery of Truth. 
However they world: then be much fitter 
perſons xto inſtruct mankind in the Na- 
ture of Religion, ar well gs w reach 
them Civility and Policenefs, Love and 
Charity, hich they now pretend ro, 
without ſhe ding the leuſt regard to (m- 
mou decency. | | * SME 
Mut do they meant by Peoples ||pro- 
feſſing themſelves right or wrong of 


— 


See Pere Malbranche de Methede ; le Clerk. &c. : 
See Addreſs to the Inbabitants of London and Weſt- 


minſter, p. 5. || Ibid. p. 27. ch 
| C 


the Religion that has the Gallows on 
its fide ? They forget, perhaps, what a 
Compliment they ' make to the | Nabili- 
ty aud Gentry, not excepting His Ma. 
jeſty and the Miniſters of State, who by 
the places they hold, nuf all be of the 
National Church. n. 525 1 
What ts it it calling the Generality of © 
the Nation Fools and Madmen with a 
listle more circumſlamce, when a man tells 
them their Opinions are abſurd and. ridi: 


EEE. 
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culous, tmpertinent or unreaſonable, be- 

cauſe ther differ from his. fe Jet theſe 
s are the Common Civilities in Religiouußnß 
% argumevt, of ſalficient and conceited 1 
« Men, who talk much of Right reaſon _ 
and mean always their ap; and 
t make their Private imaginatiau the 


fy meaſure of General ir ut h. 6, 3a 


4 Temple's Hit. Unit. Neth. p. 193. 
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riorox is eſteemed ſo ef: The Eftas 
ſential to Society, that the At- e, 
tempts, to aboliſh it in any Coun- 11 . N 
, try, have ever been thought de- he Cen 
kructive of the Government. Chriſtianity, **. 
here in England, is part of our Conſtitu- 
tion; and whoever goes about to alter the 
Eſtabliſhment as it is in the Church, can 
no more be juſtified than he that endea- 
vours it in the State? A man may as well 
Pony to talk Treaſon, as to blaſ pheme by - 
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Em - Of the, EfabliGmens roy 2 
Licence; to call in queſtion the Civil power N 
as to controvert the Eccleſiaſtical polity; 
ſince both are alike abſurd and both equally 
againſt Law. Nor will it at all derogate 
* from the honour of a Religion to have 
e been planted in a Country by ſecular 
« means, or Civil revolutions, which have 
long fince ſucceeded to thoſe Miraculous 
. operations that made way for Chriſtia- 
« nity in the World. Tis enough that 
“God Almighty infuſes [Belief into the 
« hearts of Men, or elſe ordains it to grow 
e out of Religious inquiries and inſtructi- 
« ons; and that where-ever the generality of 
* a Nation come by theſe means to be ofa, 
_« Belief, it is by the force of this concur- 
« rence introduced into the Government 
t and becomes the Eftabliſhed religion of 
t that Country. 
What have we been fighting for theſe 
forty years, at the expence of ſo much 
Blood and Treaſure? If the Licentiouſneſs, 
| ſome Men plead for, was all we wanted, 
4 That was granted before the Revolution. 
| f Some of the Enemies to the Eſtabliſh- 


- *Temple's Hiſt, Unit. Nether. p. 193. 
LN I es tey' page 102. 
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ment pretend, that © They owe the ce 2 


© berty they now enjoy wholly and ſolely to 
King James II. who, they tell us, loſt 
e the favour of the Clergy for that reaſon, 


*.and conſequently the Crown. However 


it is the firſt article in the Petition ofRights, 
that He endeavoured to ſubvert and overturn 
the Proteſtant religion by means af the 


Licentiouſneſs then encouraged under the 


pretence of Religious liberty; which was 
thought ſo injurious to the Conſtitution, 
that Many of the Clergy refuſed to read 
his Declaration, and the Biſhops were 
ſent to the Tower for the Oppoſition they 
made to ir. How much this, and ſome o- 
ther like Circumſtances, contributed to our 
preſent Civil eſtabliſhment, is too obvious 


to need inſiſting on. It is beyond contro- 


verſy that the main deſign of the Revolu- 
tion and the Proteſtant ſucceſſion was to 
promote true Chriſtianity. There does 

not appear to have been any Clauſe inſerted 
in the Acts of Settlement that can poſſi- 
bly be interpreted in favour of Atheiſm, or 


Infidelity. All of them were manifeſtly in- 


tended for the Security of the Church of 
England, and the Indulgence of other Chri- 
B 2- -- ſtians, 


7 : 
> . 
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4 The Oppoſers of the Eflabliſhment, 
ſtians, who can not entirely conform to it, 
commonly called Proteſtant diſſenters. But 

| who ever imagined that Atheiſts and Infi- 
dels were included among them? _ + 
T be Oppo- F. 2. What therefore can be the meaning 
F Zs“ of the Oppoſers of the Eſtabliſhment in 
ment, ©12- pretending, to be Friends to the Govern- 
preſent Go- ment, whilſt they. are ſtriving to make it 
een uneaſy, in the moſt ſenſible and tender part 
of the Conſtitution? And that our Religion 
is an eſſential part of it, the Judges at Weſt- 
minſter have lately determined; viz. That 
Chuſtianity being part of the Common- 
law of England all attempts to ſubvert 
oꝛ overthwow Chaiſttanity muſt be puniſh⸗ 
able by Common-law, becauſe they tend 
to overthzow the .Common-law, Surely 
theſe Men when they talk of being Hear- 
tily affefted &c. only mean to themſelves ; 
their boaſted zeal for the Succeſſion muſt 
certainly be Banter and Irony. They can 
never dream of perſwading Us, in good 
earneſt, that Aboliſhing Chriſtianity is the 
beſt way of ſtrengthening the Proteſtant 
Intereſt. This isa very odd way of making 
their Court; ſince it is undermining the 
very foundation on which the Throne 1s 
now 
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Enemier to the Government. | 


now ſettled, and limited to the preſent | 


Royal Family; © whoſe undoubred Right 
« to the Crown of theſe Realms is founded 
« on the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity. * _ 

It is the higheſt affront to the Govern- 
ment to inſinuate that Irreligion any way 
contributes to ſupport it, or is ſo much as 
conſiſtent with it. All Infidels are not in- 
deed ſo mad as to run their heads a- 
gainſt a wall, or their necks into an hal- 
ter, but it is evident that nothing but 


their Intereſt, and the Neceſſity of Af 


fairs, makes them flatter and fawn for 


the preſent, Are not their very princi- 


ples deſtructive of Civil, as well as Re- 


ligious eſtabliſhments ? There can be but 


little dependance upon Men's Honeſty, or 
Loyalty, who have, avowedly, no Fear 
of God, no Belief of a- Future reckon- 


ing ; without which, Conſcience or Ho- 


_ 
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* By Stat, 12 W. III. it is enacted, That. whoever 


ſhall come to the Poſſeſſion of the Crown of thele 
Realms ſhall join in the Communion with the Church 
of England. And our Kings at their Coronation bind 
themſelves by Oath, To maintain the Laws of God, 
the true P:ofeſſion of the Goſpel, and the Pꝛoteſtant 
refozmed Religion, eſtabliſhed by Law; and to p:e- 
ler ve all the Rights of the Clergy &c, 
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nour is but a mere name and 'a ſhadow, 
and no Oath or Obligation can be of force. 
What ſhould hinder them from rebelling 
againſt the King, or berraying their Coun- 
try, if they could do it with ſafety, and had 
an intereſt in it; fince nothing can bind 
e their Convennence?” | 


* 


HA b. II. 


the oſers of the Eftabliſhment 
of | tet Chal er and Deſigns. 5 


HE Oppoſers of the Eſtabliſhment 
Infidels ac- have no great Reaſon to value 
— 4 Hi themſelves above others, if we may judge 
n &5. of them by their Maſters and Leaders, of 
whom f Mr. Whiſton has given us an Ac- 
count, and who is not ſingular in his Opi- 
nion. If any of them appear to be exem- 
plary for Social virtues, May it not be upon 
the ſame view and with the ſame fincerity, 


that they come to the 5 merely 


_— 


* 


* 


— 8 — 


I See Mr, Whiſton's Liſt of & Soppoſtion or Aﬀertions 
in the late Diſcourſe of the Groun | 
* See a late Pamphlet entitled Mr. —— Defence 


. . "KC. p. 38, &c, 


co 


e General Charafter of Infulels Ge. 7 
to qualify, and therefore they may equally 
be truſted for either. If they happen to 
Atte, or diſlike vice, it is certainly as their 
preſent conveniency ſerves. However there 
is enough in Mandeville, and the reſt of 
the Tribe, to ſhew þ that they labour indu- 
© ftrioufly to root out. all ſenſe of Virtue and 
Religion among ft us. Tho ſome of them 
may abſtain from Looſeneſs and Immorality 
themſelves, yet ſince they teach it others, 
they are juſt as much better than they, as 
Procurers are better than Debauchees. The 
Prince of Darkneſs himſelf, neither whores 
nor drinks, nor ſteals, nor murders, only 
t be promotes the Trade and ſeduces o- 
; -thers. | | 
: 0 Really theſe Cendemen ſeem to be very 
well deſcribed by a *noted Writer, where 
he ſpeaks of a © Ser of dry; joyleſs, dull fel- 
— © lows, who want capacities and talents 
- to make a figure amongſt men upon be- 
n nevolent and generous principles; that 
V. think to ſurmount their natural weaknels, 
y < by laying offences in the way of ſuch, 
* « as make it their An to excel upon 


,” 


ice + Wool, Def. ibid. 2. * See Guardian N* 3 &c. 
«the 


38 TheGeneral Charakter of Infidels & c. 
4 the received maxims, and honeſt arts of 
* life,” The Methods they make uſe of, 
are very proper for impoſing upon the ig- 
norant and unwary, who are apt to miſtake 
tedious quotations for Learning, and di- 
verting tales for Reaſon' and Argument ; 
and if to this is added a little Satyr ”— 
invective to gratify the Writers «pong 
the Ill- nature of ſome Readers, they 
paſs for moſt excellent — But Z 
muſt be ond that they ſpeak to the 7 
magination rather than the Judgment, 
that they ſeek to dazle the Mind not to 
convince it, and to ſurprize Men into their 
ſentiments not to perſwade them. 

"oh But there is a lower Claſs of Oppoſers of 
the Eſtabliſhment, whom Seneca ſeems to 
deſcribe, where he ſays, Barba & coma ni- 
tidos de capſula totos. From ſuch nothing 
great or ſolid can well be expected. But 
one would think theſe ſpruce Gentlemen 
ſhould be aſhamed of that egregious kind 
of Raillery, in which they may be excell'd 

by every Porter, who can blaſpheme God, 
revile Religion, and rail at the Clergy, 
with the beſt of them! Surely the ſeeds 


_ of ingenuity, which are thought to be in- 
bred 


— 


me bio Mone — "Y 1 
bred In e erh body, are not quite ited in 
theſe Men. Are they fo fat cotrapred by i 
Evil cuſtom; und Vitious education, as to 
fancy it the Yeadiefſt way to Fürze ant Re- 
putation to be able to il Horror by 
-oaths and imprecations? or to raife Laugh- 
ter by aroffing vpon evety thing that is 
ferious and facred? 7 | 
If this be che cafe, We cannot 6 
they ſhould excel In Polite writing, of In- 
genious converfition, which requires both 
natural and acquired Abilities. Where theſe 
are remarkable che Falfe caſte for Atheiſm 
and Tnfidetiry is feldom met with, but it 
is the chlef talent of rthofe, who had ra- 
ther be chought Wits chan Men of Beni, 
and who prefer any ching glaring; new, 
and tar vellous, to wat is folid and agree - 
able to Truth and Nature. Superficiäl 
people, who are perhaps 110 ſmall part of 
mankind, are generally of chis character: 
No Wonder "therefore if many of chat are 
ted away from Common ſenſe and Ret- 
fon, from Piety ad Virtue, and if forte - 
others are nurn earrieti down by the 
totrent of Infidelity, and add to its force 
by going along with it. What atiwirabte 
C Cri- 


/ | 
, 


10 be general Character of Infidels &. 
Criticks muſt theſe needs make withour 
inſtruction or reflection? People whoſe 
Reading extends no farther than Play- 
books, Noyels or N ews- papers, muſt needs 
determine nicely about the weighty affairs 
of Religion ant! Government. Vet theſe 
are they that reign in Coffee-houſes &c. 
' who if they are not the fitteſt judges. do 
yet boldly determine in all Controverſies. 

N N F. 2. Such are the worthy perſons, who 

ecnſuered, are ſetting up for Infallible guides, and Di- 

rectors general, to the reſt of mankind : To 
this purpoſe they are continuallyc crying out 
for *an Univerſal and unlimited tolera- 
tion of Religion, without any Reſtric- 
* tions or Impoſitions on Men's conſcien- 
* ces.” When they talk at This rate, they 
_would do well to let Us know, what they 
mean by Conſcience; for the word, ac- 
cording to common acceptation, ſuppoſes 
ſome Law of God, either natural or re- 
vealed, and is therefore direct nonſenſe 
when applyed to Atheiſts and Infidels. Be- 
ſides what they pretend to by oppoſing the 
Eſtabliſhment i is an impracticable ſuppoſi- 


- --® See Woolſton's Defence, p. 22, ec. The Addreſs to 
Wir of * and Weſtminſter, p. 3, &c. 


tion, 


Weir Pretencts Cinfilered Sc. 


tion, viz. that upon ſuch a Toleration the 
f world will be quiet ; whereas it muſt cer- 
tainly be in the utmoſt confuſion, when 
there remains nothing to reſtrain Men's 


luſts and paſſions. 


Bur * if ten thouſand di > WAI notions in 


religion were tolerated the Infidel fraterni- 


ty could not ſurely be included! fince A- 
cheiſm, Infidelity, &c. come not under dif- 
ferent notions in Religion, unleſs religious 
perſons are to be divided into two ſorts, 
thoſe that have ſome religion, and thoſe 
that have none. And it does not appear 


that theſe Gentlemen ever contended for 


any particular way of Worſhip ; ; they only 


find fault with what is Eſtabliſh'd, and 


that, as they own, becauſe it is Eſtabliſhed, | 
and therefore ſeem to have but too much 


Liberty, which ought always to be diſtin- 
guiſh'd from Licentiouſneſs. A Virtuoſo 
may be allow'd poiſons in his Study, but 


not to vend them for Medicines to the. 


People. 
The new method of reaſoning about Re- 


: p - 
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ligion 22 one in mind of thoſe Empi- 
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t See Woolſton's Dates, pag. 22. * Ibid. 
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| ricks that practiſe Phyſick on horſeback, 
zor upon an eminence, at the corner of a 
ſtreet; 'who are always leſs concern d to 

cure men's Infirmities, than to amuſe them, 
and excite Laughter: Bat we might ask 
ſuch Writers were they ill of a Fever 
which they would rather chuſe ſhould pre- 
ſeribe to them? One of theſe Itinerant do- 
tors, or a Regular phyſician? We may a- 

buſe the Gentlemen of Warwick-lane as 
much as we pleaſe, but they will ever be 

. reſpected till Flee of theſe Empiricks can 
diſcover the Arcanum en, or Grand 
ſpecißck. 

Is it not much the Fares ah ka 
Body of men, whom theſe people moſt un- 
juſtly rail at? The Government bowever 
will hardly be perſwaded to ſend them a 
grazing, as tis called, till a better Scheme 
is laid down, than has yet been offer d, to 
make Men ſociable creatures without Re- 
ligion, Were every man to do as he pleaſes, 
trade and bufineſs would go on finely! If 
the Eſtabliſhment were aboliſhed, it would 
be always holyday, and Lincoln's-Inn- fields 
would be crowded every day in the Week, 
as much as upon any of our Grand Feſti- 

vals. 


vals. But how abſurd wauld it be to ap- 
peal to ſuch judicious. and worthy perſons, 
as generally reſort chither, o determine a- 


ak 


bout the reaſonableneſs and fitneſs of 


A perſon of Diſtinction being conſulted 
on this occaſion, return d the following 


anſwer, viz, © I don't love Appeals to the 


© People, , becauſe by all that I could erer 


e obſerve, Nature never deſign d them for 


* Judges, or ſhe would have qualified 


© them better. Society cannot ſubſiſt with- 
* out order, nor Mankind without Socie- 


ty. What therefore can Thoſe people 


* mean, who are ſo very indefatigable- in 
© deſtroying both? I muſt confeſs I do 

* not, underſtand. this now ſort of Archi- 
e tecture, the whole of which conſiſts in 


nothing but pulling down,” To purſue 


this metaphor, what ſhould we think of 
aur famous modern Architects, if they 
ſhould make it their Buſineſs to prove that 
Vitruvius, Palledio, and Inigo Jones ne- 
ver underſtood Architecture, and ſhould 
therefore adviſe all our Nobility and Gen- 
try to pull down their Houſes, without 


preſcribing any Rules for rebuilding them? 
6 n K Whar 
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What would the World ſay to them * 
Would it not be imagin'd that they were 
deprived of their Reaſon? And yet this is 
exactly the caſe of Infidels in reſpect to Re- 
ligion ; they take abundance of pains to 
pull down and deſtroy the preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment, and propoſe ray. to be re- 
ceived inſtead of it. 

1s this acting like the Men of Reaſon 
they ſet up for? Is it agreeable to the Cha- 
racter of Philoſophers and Friends to 
Truth? If they can frame any Scheme 
that they imagine will better promote the 
Good of Society, and the Happineſs. of 


Mankind, why do they not publiſh it; that 
the World may ſee whether it is not liable 
to more objections, than thoſe they make 


to the Eſtabliſhed religion; - whether it isnot 
made up of greater Abſurdities than thoſe 
they. would palm upon Chriſtianiry ? This 
would be acting like Free-thinkers in the 
proper ſenſe of the word. If they are ſuch 
Friends to Truth as they would make Us 
believe, and are really defirous of promo- 


ting it, why do they not take the proper 
method, by Addreſs to the Supreme powers, 


who alone can authoriſe any Scheme, or 


in- 


POO OP 

Their Proceedings favourgble to Popery. 
introduce it without injuring Society? 
This they cannot but know is the uſual 
and proper way of endeavouring to redreſs 


Grievances; any other is at beſt factious 


and ſeditious, if it tend not to downright 
Rebellion. ee 


1 


5 


: 
, 


9. 3. In truth it ſeems difficult to ac- The Pre 
count for ſuch Proceedings, any otherwiſe weak. 2 
than by ſuppoſing theſe Enemies to the E- wn # 


ſtabliſhment to act in concert with thoſe at 


Rome. For under ſuch a General licentiouſ- _ 


neſs, as they plead for, there would be no 
True religion left, but Atheiſm or Popery 


would ſwallow. all. It is certain, however 


they, may differ in other reſpects, theſe 
our Adverſaries have generally recourſe to 
the ſame methods of gaining Proſelytes: 


They both endeavour to impeach the In- 


tegrity of Sacred writ, in order to ſhew the 
neceſſity of an Infallible guide; but with 
this difference, that the One place this 
Power in the Pope, and the Other in them- 


ſelves. And in this they ſeem to act upon 


the ſame Scheme with them on another 
account; For as by looſening the Founda- 
tions of Religion they naturally make way 
for Superſtition, (and conſequently for Po- 


pery,) 


Popery. 


thufiaſm to Popery is much eaſier than 


pery,) ſo by thcovraging Anarchy they 


Thew themſelves to be Friends to Arbitrary 
eee eee 
Sir William Temple obſerves * that 
** whoever deſigns the Change of Religion 


"EEE, 


* Tyranny —— Arid in ſhort the miſera- 
ple Effofion of human blood and the 


 * Confuſion of all Laws, Orders and Vir- 


tues among Men.” This is a very heavy 
Charge, and yet may not theſe Men juſtly 


have it laid to them, for thus labouring to 


trake the People uneaſie with the Eſta- 
Vliſkment ; fince they are fo far from de- 
fBgiing a general Converſion, that they 
Have not ſo much as propoſed any Scheme, 
but on the contrary ſeem to aim at ho- 
thing but Confuſion. 1 

The Tranſition from this kind of En- 
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* Hiſt, Unit. Nether, pag. 199, 
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may perhaps generally be imagined. The 
Strong deluſion, that makes ſome people 
believe a Lie, occaſions Infidelity in others; 
and the fame Spirit that makes Men fac- 
tious and turbulent, when in Subjection, in- 
clines them to perſecution and eruelty, 
when in Power. Doubtleſs theſe Oppaſers 
of the Eſtabliſhment have ſome yiew to 
eſtabliſhing themſelves; They would not 
ſurely have Atheiſm ſettled by Lay, that 


is an abfurdity plainly repugnant to come 


mon ſenſe and experience, What is it 
then they would be at? They are cer- 
tainly no Friends to the Reformed reli- 
gion, ſince they ſeruple not to expreſs their 
diſlike of it upon all ocecaſions, telling us 
® they find inconvenience from the Proteſtant 
Clergy Se. What elſe therefore can they aim 
at but to bring in Popery ? If this is not their 
direct, it may well be charged upon them as 
their conſequential deſign : If they are not 
immediately employ'd by His Holineſs, as 
many ſuſpect, it is certain they as effectu- 
ally do his work as any of his Penſioners. 


rm — 


* Woolſton's Def, p. 36. | 
| BD - : | Infi- 


Where is the abſurdity in ſuppoſing that 
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The Proceedings of Infidels & c. 
Infidels may go. blindly into Popery, as 
they run to deſtruction? What will not 
ſuch men risk? We do not want to be 
convinced that Infidelity is conſiſtent we 
great Stupidity. - 

After all, what if it ſhould appear 45 
their Irreligion &c. is only like the Scaf- 
folding uſed by workmen, which as ſoon 
as the work is finiſhed they pull down, 
and that the intended Building is Popery ? 

We remember that it was with the ſame 
view that a *Declaration was formerly pu- 
bliſhed for Liberty of Conſcience; and the 
ſame endeavours uſed to pull down the 
Fences of the Eſtabliſhed church, that the 
Infidels have now recourſe to: We-may 


therefore . iſſue with the f Biſhop of 
St. David's, where he ſays, © Nothing is 


«© more demonſtrable, than that thoſe ad- 
« verſaries of the Chriſtian, religion, who 

* are now ſo buſily employ'd in infuſing 
* doubts into ſome weak minds, in giving 
< an indifference and coldneſs to other well- 
meaning perſons, and in making others 
* that are vitiouſly inclined, actual Pro- 
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See Diſc, of Ridicule, p. 35. + Vindication &c. N 
01 . « ſelytes 
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Leh ef h Ge. 
e, ſelytes to Infidelity; are purſuing ſuch 
methods as have a natural tendency to 
introduce confuſion, and thereby betray 
_ «. us into Popery. And as ſome of theſe In- ' 
fidels have been actually Jeſuirs and Pa- 
piſts, why may not Theſe now, as well as 
others formerly, be ſuppoſed, permiſſu Su- 
periorum, to conform to the Gore en 

in ale. to * it a 
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wee 
cf Liberty of Inquiry. 


8. I. Bur the O ppoſers of the Ecabliſh- Falſe pleas 
ment will probably tell us, in an- 47 —. 
ſwer to what is here urged againſt them, 
that they only make this noiſe and buſtle to 
prevent their being reſtrained in their 
Freedom of debate, Liberty of Inquiry &c. 
To which we may reply, that the Fraterni- 
ty of Free-thinkers themſelves can 'teſtify 
that Liberty of Inquiry is not wanting 
here in England. Nothing hinders men 
from freely thinking themſelves and as free- 
ly communicating their thoughts to others, in 
* Addreſs &c. p. 3. 
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the ſearch of Truth. But this does not 
ſeem to require ami mited Toleration, with- 
out any Refirifions whatſoever ; which, 
properly ſpeaking; is not Liberty but Licen- 
diouſneſs. Is it fit the World be troubled 
with the wild conceptions of every heated 


rain, or that mmm 


Preacher: “!“!k O 1a 
There is no Efpuriv with men vold of 
underſtanding, or that want modeſty and 
ingenuity. . Who would reaſon with a 
Scold,or argue ſeriouſly with a Scoffer,when 


all that be can expected is to meet with 


III words inſtead of Arguments? Did the 


Oppoſers of che Eſtabliſhment uſe the ſame 
Freedom in Matters of State as they have 
done in Religion, it is preſumed Mr. At- 
torney General would mend their pens for 

them. Is the Government to connive at all 


manner of Prophaneneſs &c. leſt they 


ſhould hinder Liberty of Inquiry? Were 
Truth the only thing aim'd at, there would 


be no occaſion for laying aſide Decency and 


Sood-manners, which is certainly due to 


the Profeſſors of the National: religion, were 
it only on that account. 


The 


3 


Railling, or propagating their Princi- 
ples by indirect methods, viz. Falſe quo- 
tations, Wreſting Authors to make” them 


ſtory foreign to the queſtion, and Amu- 
ſing the Reader with a jingle of Words in- 
ſtead of coming cloſely ro the Argument. 
This ic muſt be owned is the peculiar ta- 
lent of ſome Authors, and rightly calcu- 
laced for the Vulgar both great and fmall, 
who ſeldom have attention enough to pur- 
ſue a ſeries of Reaſoning, but are preſently 


whether it is to the purpoſe, if an Author 
entertains them he muſt needs be in the 
right, and Joking ſerves them inſtead of 


Do they ho put the grave face upon the 
matter write with a ſincere. — — to 


—— OT”  IIE_—_ I — 


gee the Diſcourſes ä Grounds and 
Reaſons of the Chriſtian Religion; Prieſthood in Perfection, 


cr. The Scheme of Literal 
habitants of London and Weſtminſter ; the Diſcourſe of Ridi- 
cule and Irony ; Moolſton's Defence 2 


to 


ſpeak ſentiments different from their true 
and genuine meaning, Telling a plaufible 


caught by what is glaring. No matter 


Argument. But we may further enquire, 


tie Addreſs to the in- 


2 
The wiſeſt of the Secs of Philoſophers : 1 
pyere never remarkable for Clamour and 


Of Fulging fr ur fh. 
to indulge their own pride and vanity, by 
making a parade of their ſmall Reading 
and ſetting up for Somebody? int 
We can never prevail with them to let 
us into their Scheme, ſo that one may 
reaſonably conclude againſt their having any, 
and that at beſt they are diverting them- 
ſelves with odd ſpeculations. They do not 
ſurely mean to perſwade us in good ear- 
neſt that the World was indeed ignorant of 
the Nature of Religion till the Author of 
the Rights or his friends Mr. Grounds &c. 
came to make us underſtand it better than 

formerly? They would do well to ſhew us 
what benefits either Church or State have 
received from their Inquiries, or how Ci- 
vility and Politeneſs, Love and Charity can 
be faid to gain ground by their means; It 
being difficult to account for it, unleſs A- 
narchy be beneficial to Government, and 
Confuſion promotes the good of Society. 
ofJudging S. 2. Judging for our ſelves is what no 
reaſonable man will diſpute againſt, bur it 
ought to be remember'd that judging for 
our ſelves, and ſetting up for Publick 


— — 


* See the Addreſs &c. p. 53 * 
teachers 


* 


Of Fudging for our ſolver 


teachets of others, are quite different 


things. The Philoſopher who diſputed a- 
bout the duty of a General, before one of 
the greateſt of his time, was pronounced 
a Dotard, for talking of what he had no 


experience of: And ſurely as ridiculous is 


it to hear a Young rake, or an Old pe- 
dant, determine magiſterially about Reli- 
gion; when tis plain the One is ſo im- 
merſed in Debauchery as to have no time 
for Reflection, and the Other ſo blinded by 


Conceit, Pride and Caprice, as not to take 
a clear and perfect view of it. A Man 


muſt be daily converſant, and actually exer- 


ciſed, in Religion, to be able to form a 


right notion of the Truths of it: And yet 


ſhall: theſe be the only matters which 
people muſt be allowed to teach without 


previous learning ? Shall the Authority of 
any ſet of men be relied on in this reſpec, 


rather than the Clergy, who as it is highly 


probable have taken moſt pains to under- 
ſtand the Queſtion? | 
What better method can be propoſed by 


Infidels for inſtructing the ignorant than 
what is already eſtabliſhed? If they could 


overturn our preſent happy Conſtitution, 
what 
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fore is neeeſſary, were it only that unſta- 
ble, capricious, deſultory perſons, may have 


a Diary of the ſeveral revolutions of th 


—— 


of Fadging for our ſolver. 


and feruples ? Would their private Judgment 
alone be ſufficient to reſolve them; or 
would it ſerve them any farther than to 
determine of the honeſty of the perſon to 
whom they put their queſtions ? | 

The way to 'Truth is indecd» by one di- 
rect ſtrait road, which is ſometimes rug- 
ged and difficult to aſcend, but the ma- 
zes of Error are almoſt infinite; and 
therefore when perſons of mean abilities, 


who have low and narrow apprehenfions 
of things, and are at the fame time vain 


and conceited, once get a habit of indulg- 
ing their Faneies, and give the reins to 
their Imagination, no wonder if they are 
quite bewilder'd ; and that they ſome- 
times puzzle Truth tho they never en- 


joy the ſatisfaction of it. 


An Eftabliſhed National Religion there- 


ſome point to judge and ſteer by: For if 
Free-thinkers or Enthuſiaſts were to kee 


minds, and the variation of their opinions 
in Religious matters, as Sailors obſerve the 
| Wind 


5 "WW ——_ ills. 4 ww 


oE — 
Wind and Weather, it is very probable 
they themſelves would be ſurprized, if 
not aſhamed, upon a ſerious Review of 
them: So that if theſe judicious Gentle- 
men might be allowed to alter the Con- 


ſtitution, in Church 6r State, as often as 
their great wiſdom. ſuggeſts it to be neceſ- 
ſary, what a fine piece of work ſhould we 
have of it? We might in ſuch caſe rea- 
ſonably expect the World to return to its 
original chaos, and mn an end nals 


controverſies. © N ü Na % e 
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der Ciniſciences : The Diſſenters are very 


uE Laws have ſofficiendly 


well fatisfied, and doubtleſs are wiſer and bet- 


ter Men than to conſider Atheiſts and Infidels 
as Difſenting brethren. What compariſon is 
there between religious honeſt men of any 
denomination, - and offenders againſt the 
peace of Society, declared enemies to 
am who are ſo far from being 
| E ſatis- 


olaf 
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fatisfied with ſober inquiry and a teafona- 


ble freedom of debate, that they contend 


for unbounded: Licentiouſneſs. 80 great is 
their preſumption that they ſcruple not to 
vindicate Blaſphemy; which they ſuppoſe 
to f comſiſt in an intention #6 uiliſe that 
Being a Man acknowledges to be bis God; 


; and from theſe | premiſes conclude chat 


there is (to ſpeak their meaning plainly) 
no ſuch thing as Blaſphemy, at leaſt none 
that deſerves puniſhment ; For, ſay they, 
* nothing can be more abſurd thun to puniſh 
Blaſphemers &c. But by their leave we 
may mend their definition, and call ic Blaſ- 
phemy, to defame that Being, iubum every 
Mar ought to acknowledge. for. his Gad. 
How plauſible ſoever theſe Blaſphemers 
may appear to the unwary, they plainly 
beg the queſtion throughout this Argu- 
ment, taking that for granted which they 
can never prove; viz, That Religion is a 
matter of indifference, depending merely 
upon Caprice, Fancy, Opinion &c. where- 
as the greater part of Europe at leaſt, if 
not Gs ok — are enn ſens 
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45 See as Addreſs'&c. p. 21. -* Ibid. 


timents. In conſequence of this proſound 
argumentation, they will needs have Reve- 
lation to be of no Authority, and the whole 
of Religion to depend entirely upon Sinceri- 
ty, or as it is defined by them, à full perſiva- 


tween wild Enthuſiaſm and the ſtricteſt phi- 
loſophical ſearch after Truth. This abſurd 
notion has been fully confuted, and there- 
fore needs not here be debated ;.tho' it muſt 
be allow'd that upon their Hypotheſis, a 
very pompous Structure for Infidelity may 


be founded: ſince as theſe | Writers them- | 


ſelves argue, it puts Infidels and Hereticks 


upon the ſame foot with the true Chriſtians. 


But to illuſtrate this matter by a fami- 


liar inſtance, let us ſuppoſe one of theſe 
Advocates for Licentiouſneſs to be a Magi- 


ſtrate, and in the Commiſſion of the Peace 


and that a Delinquent: were brought be- 
fore him as the Law directs for Prophane 
curſing and ſwearing, or Blaſphemy, in the 
common acoeptation of the word, What 


Perſecution to ſet him in the Stocks, if 
he ſhould excuſe himſelf from the Doctrine 


7 See Dr, Rogers's Reply Kc. F Ses Addtels &c. p. 22. 
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fron of mind; which makes no difference be- 


muſt be done in the caſe? Would it be | 
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phemers 
may be pu 
niſhed, 


That Blaſphemers may be puniſhed. 
of Sincerity, and argue thus, May it 
<« pleaſe you, Sir, I am a Free- thinker, I 
did not blaſpheme according to my prin- 
ciples; and, like your Worſhip, I don't 
believe one word of the Bible, but cake 


9 Chriſtianity for a joke which we call 


Prieſteraft.“ Would this be ſufficient 
to juſtify this Offender? Could it legally 
excuſe the Magiſtrate for acquitting him? 
Would not all the neighbours ery out 


mame if he ſhould be ſuffered to go off 


with impunity? From hence it is very evi- 


dent what is generally deem'd Blaſphemy 


in this Nation; where few people are ig- 
norant of it, and every petty Officer of 
the Peace has power to reſtrain it; and 
much more ſuch Magiſtrates as are the 
Guardians of Society. 


That Blaſ. S. 2. It is monſtrous to hear it diſ- 


puted in a Chriſtian Country whether it 
"be Blaſphemy to vilify that Being univer- 
ſally acknowledged to be God, or that it is 
abſurd to puniſh Blaſphemers, who profeſs 
 fuch notions as are ſo far from an intention 
of _ him a or being 8 


* r — — . q — 


3 
—-—-— — 


ee Addreſs &e. p. 21, N 
| 1 2 


* 


That Blaſphemers may be pumiſbed. 
fo him, that they manifeſtly diſhon6ur him 
and are repugnant to his moſt plain and 

poſitive commands, and ſuch as no Chri- 
ſtians ever diſputed. The Author of the 
Grounds tells Us in the * Preface, That a 
man e ſhould be allow'd freely. to profeſs 
<« his opinions, and to endeavour, when he 
« judges proper, to convince others alſo of 
« their truth; provided theſe opinions do 

<«. not tend to the diſturbance of Society.“ 
What is this but allowing that when Men's 
opinions tend to the diſturbance of Society 
(of which it is hoped the Magiſtrates ſhall 
judge) they may reaſonably be reſtrain'd in 
their Liberty of Inquiry, i. e. from freely 
profeſſing and publiſhing ſuch opinions ? 
This we are informed is all that is al- 
low'd in any State, even in the United Ne- 
therlands, f Where though every Man enjoys 
the free exerciſe of Religion in his own 


< houſe; yet if the followers of any Sect 


gro ſo numerous in any place that they 
« affect a publick congregation, they not 
e only pay for this liberty tg the Publick, 


© but they go and propoſe —"_ deſire to 


M—— 
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KC the Magiſtrates of the place where they 


* and whoſe teſtimony ſhall 


« reſide, who inform themſelves of their 
* opinions and mannes of worſhip, and 


* allow it only if they find nothing in ei- 
* ther, deſtructive to Civil ſociety, or preju- 


« dicial to the State — And that with con- 
* dition, That one or more Commiſſioners 
er ſhall be appointed, who ſhall have free 
« admiſſion at their Meetings, ſhall be 
both the obſervers and witneſſes of all 
« that is acted or -preach'd among them, 
be received 
concerning any thing that Paſſes there 
* to the prejudice of the State; in which 

«caſe the Laws are as ſevere as . 


an Civil erimes.” ai 
A little farther He adds, * we may 
juſtly fay of our own Country, f“ No man 


can here complain of preſſure in his 
* Conſcience, of being forced to any pu- 


a blick profeſſion of his private Faith, of 


“ being reſtrained from his own manner 
* of worſhip in his houſe, or obliged to 
* any other abroad; and whoever asks 
more 2 of en without the 


ar. | r 
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That Blaſphemors may be puni bed. 


fion from Heaven, may juſtly be ſuſpect - 
„ed not to ask for God's ſake but his 
<0wn z — f Since it is pretending to So- 
„ vereignuty inſtead of Liberty in opinion, 


and is indeed Pretending to * * 


* « Authority too. 
The Author of the - Rights himſelf 
likewiſe tells us, * That None can doubt 


4 bur that the Magifrate- is fully aucho< 


e riſed to puniſh the Evil, the Immoral, 
the Vitious, and reward the Good, the 
* Moral, the Virtuous ; ſince tis promo- 


© ting or prejudicing the Good of the So- 


% ciety, or in other words, ſuch actions 
« whereby Men receive advantage or diſ- 
advantage, that denominates the Doers 
ce of them, either one or the other; and if 


there's any difference between Immora- 


lity and ſuch Superſtition as is injurious 
* to the Publick, the Magiſtrate as Guar- 
« dian of the Society is to reſtrain the 
effects of that likewiſe by force. 
And if he ean puniſh one that does an 
hy "wp to a ſingle — _ Re" 
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trample $ Hiſt, Unit, Netb, p. 206. —— e. p. 12, 
* tainly 
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© undiſputed evidence of a particular Miſ- 
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of Mankind, as ſubverting that founda- 
_ © tion, on which their preſervation and 


That Blaſpbemers may be pumiſßed. 
« tainly have as great a right to puniſh him 
te that injures the whole Society, by denying 
e the Being of a God, or that he con- 
“ cerns himſelf with the affairs of Man- 
kind, in rewarding thoſe that act for, or 
& puniſhing thoſe that act againſt, the Ge- 
« neral good; ſince ſuch a one may juſtly 
<. be reckon d an Enemy to the whole race 


V  happinefs-'is mainly built: And conſe- 


4 quently the Magiſtrate muſt have a right 


* to-puniſh not only the Deniers af a Di- 
te vine being, but all that make the no- 
tion uſeleſs, by diſowning his Providen- 
tial care of mankind, or ineffectual by 


4 not honouring or adoring him, or whoare 


© of formal e Fan 


* neſs &c.“ 
Thus the Author: of the Rights has ſo 


effectually 'anſwer'd @ late writer of his 


acquaintance, who vindicates © Blaſphe- 


my, that we might venture to put the 
queſtion in debate upon this Iſſue, and 
ſurely what was good Reaſoning in 1706, 


may be urged as equally convincing in 


1729. he or three and twenty years don't 
ſeem 


That Rlaſplenerr uh Ie pi hd. 


then in his Youth; may atfive to fuch an 
98 to forget Himſelf. He will telt 
perhaps, Nha circumſtances differ. 
7 a 1s certain, and fo * ſeems do Men's 
minds tog ar different junctures; and there- 
fore thoſe who Have no certain or fixt 
principles, like other Enemies to Truth; 
had need of very extraordinary memories. 
It is hoped, the above- cited Authorities 
will have ſome weight wich the Oppoſers 
of the Eftabliſhmenr, fince they themſelves 
have ſometimes quortd chem with reſpect. 
Let chem but allbw then che force of their 
Friend's arguments, that there is a necef- 


firy for a National religion, and fay Whe- 


ther there muſt not of conſequenee be 


ſuch a thing as Blaſphemy, of Which the 


Magiſtrates in every Country may properly 
take cognizance, and abbut which the Le- 

giſlarive power may determine; and aſſign a 
puniſhment” for it. And ſurely this ade 
eſpecially f neceſſary, even by their own pro- 
viſo before quoted, when perſons, without 
the leaſt regard to o Decency” or Good man- 


7 See Pref, Posen, p. p. vi. RW 


* 


ſeem to have taken away the force of it) 
tho in that ſpace 4 man, who' was not 


0 


— 


That abe, may . bea 
ners take upon them to drol upon the my 
ſteries of the Received religion, and arraign 
the Fundamental articles of it; which 
. muſt needs fend to the diſturbance of Society. 
We may appeal to the Author of f rhe 
Rights &c. in the paſſage above cited, 
« Whether the Magiſtrate as Guardian of 
© the Society is not to reſtrain by force 
« whatever is injurious to it:“ Since he 
afterwards aſſures Us, „That Religion is 
« ſo very neceſſary for the ſupport of hu- 
©. man Societies, that tis impoſlible they 
te can ſubſiſt without it.” Hence, conti- 
nues he, © Ir is plain how abſurdly ſome 
« Men argue, when — in Religious mat- 
<« ters they would exclude. the Magiſtrate 
from any power, on pretence that the 
« Welfare of the Civil ſociety is his only 
ec Province; fince that obliges him to con- 
“ cern himſelf with all ſuch as conduce to 
« the Happineſs of Human ſociety, 
The Oppoſers of the Eſtabliſhment 
cannot well object to theſe Arguments, ſince 
they are not only the ſubſtance of what is 


* by the Authors of the * &c. 
3 
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— nA . 


Be Rights &c, p. 1% * Ib. p. 1 
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That Blaſphemers may be p — 


upon another oecaſion, but often . : 


in their own words: For it is preſumed 


dered Government, of whatever Denomi- 
nation, whether Monarchical, Mixt or Po- 
pular. That each of theſe thought Reli- 
gion eſſential to their Conſtitution; had a 
notion of Blaſphemy and affign'd a puniſh+ 
ment for it, is ſo very evident that Hiſtory 
furniſhes us with Inſtances in moſt ages 
and parts of the World, ſo that the diffi- 


culty lies not in bringing proofs but reci- 


ting chem = few IK wilk be ſuffi» 
— 

The Greek Hiſtorians may all be yo 
duced to this purpoſe ; but (to ſay nothing of 
Protagoras and Diagoras*) the puniſhing of 
Socrates, however unjuſtly, on this Account, 
by the Athenians, is very remarkable.f The 
Roman Authors are likewiſe full of 
regard paid to Religion by their Sens 


magiſtrates, from their firſt Founder to 
the Chriſtian æra. And that the Empe- 
rors of Rome thought themſelves obliged 


* 


Y See Prid, Connection, vol. * 323. . 
5 Addreſs, p. 23, : 2 92 1 L 
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the terms Human ſocieties may be under- = 
ſtood of any Nation living under a well-or- 


355 


- 
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Ther Blaſphemers may be puniſbed. 
to maintain the National religion, and 
puniſh Blaſphemy, is allowed by che ad- 
vocates for it. If we come nearer our own 
Time and Country, the Evidence is ſtill 
ſtronger ; ſince even at Geneva we read of 
puniſhments on this Account, And it is 
well known that one Crellius, not long 
fince, came oyer hither from Holland to 
print an Heretical bock, alledging, he 
ſhould there have been liable to puniſh- 
ment from the Magiſtrates but {ſaid ny 
Omnia licent in Anglia. ¼ 
It is beyond diſpute that Blaſphemy has 
all Ages 
and Countries; tho' the Notions of it might 


be different at ſeveral times and among va- 


ſtill a farther Evi- 
dence of what is here aſſerted: It need not 


therefore be urged any farther ; but only 


to remind ſome Gentlemen, that there is a 


+ Statute for the Suppreſſion of Blaſphemy 
and Propbaneneſi, wherein it is e 


That any perſon &c. that ſhall deny the 
_ Thaiſhan Religion to be true &c. ſhall be 
Incapable to enjoy — Office 02 Employ: 


ment &c. 
„ See Stat, 9. 16. . 3. 


* ” F W—_—r 
= 


* Þ 


TE —we 


c 


Proſecution falſtly call 4 Berſucotion 


confuted, why fhauld he undergo amy Waile « 
nent? To prevent his doing. che like a2 
gain and to deter others, The Confuting 
his Arguments is to prevent the deception 
of the People; and is no argument 2 


gainſt his receiving the. puniſhment which 


by Law. is due 19. him; Both, are pro: 
per and for the moſt part neceflary ; or 
therwiſe the offenders may go on to repeat 
their crimes, or their impunity may encou- 
rage others to blaſpheme &e, ſo there will 
be no end of the Controverſy, notwiich- 
ſtanding their being confuted ; which there- 
fore is no ſatisfaction nor ſecurity to the 


Publick ;. to look after which in every re- 


ſpect is the Magiſtrates buſineſs, according 
to the old maxim, Ne quid detrimenti ca- 
piat Reſpublics.  _ 

Beſides, as their Calumnies and Miſre- 


proſencations, how contemptible ſoever, 


may deceive the Weak, and mif-lead the 
Unwary, it is. really an act of mercy and 
kindneſs to take compaſſion on thouſands of 
innocent perſons, that they ſhould not be 


1 Woolſton's Defence, p. 6,7, 


im- 


* | 
g. z. But it is argued chat if 4 Libeller be pion 
dd ves. 


impoſed upon by the impotent and wicked 
 - Efforts of I nfidels to ſubvert our Religion. 
For how can we expect thoſe to be de- 


bliſhment either in Church or State; It is 


Proſecution falſly called Perſecution.” 


terred by ſhame and reproaches of the People, 


vrho not only make free with the King, the 
Queen, the Magiſtrates &c. but even with 


God himſelf? A juſt Proſecution therefore 
for offences of this nature never is, never 
was, Perſecution. — 8 775 4 
We may perhaps, in reply, have the: u- 
ſual cant of f Smithfield fires &c. But as the 
arguments that are brought for Blaſphemy; 
with little variation, may be urged for 
Treaſon, Other diſaffected perſons, at this 


rate of arguing, may complain of Perſecu- 


tion, for not- being allow'd free liberty to 
publiſh libels againſt the Government. 
For why may it not be pleaded that they 
may as well plot, as theſe Infidels may 
$laſpheme with Impunity? The Laws al- 
low no man to conteſt or affront the Eſta- 


equally againſt the Statute to- diſpute the 


Being of a God, or to deny the Chriſtian 


Religion to be true, as to controyert the 


8 AL - 5 — 
* 


King i 


t Woolſton's Defence, p. 6 


; 
; 


Pro ſecution falſely called Perſecution. 
Authority of Parliament. 
What a mercy it is that all the Ma- 


: lefactors in England have not found out 


the way. of ecchoing the Cry of Perſe- 


cution from the Preſs ! what diſmal ditties 
ſhould we then have from every quarter, 


againſt Perſecuting Conſtables, perſecuting 
Juſtices Sheriffs, Judges, Legiſlature! If 
ev oy. Legal puniſhment of Delinquents 
convict, muſt be complain'd of as Perſecu- 


tion there will. he no end of complaining. 


Were ſuch Liberty of debate upon all oc- 


caſions freely indulged without any re- 
ſtraints, what unſpeakable; benefits to So- 
ciety muſt attend it! Would not every Ma- 


Iefactor like this method of Inquiry, and 
appeal to- it from that of Oyer and Termi- 


> at the Old Baily &c. Who would not 
be glad to rail at the Whipping-poſt ra- 
ther than be tied to it? But if every Of- 


fender were allow'd Freedom of debate as 


long as he pleaſed, it is to be fear'd there 

would be very little Juſtice done, or Peace 
kept. 

Ir is indeed argued in reſpect to Reli- 

| gon, 


39 
King s Title to the Crown, or Pen che DIG 


0 pads falſe , eee, 


gion, chat Chriſtianity has Omnipotence 
on its ſide, which is unqueſtionable. But 
Has not all Moral virtue and honeſty the 
fame? and yet without Laws, and Puniſh- 
ment, there is tio keeping up tolerable Peace 
and Order. Can that therefore be properly 
termed Perſecution, which is only a Legal 
proſecution of Offenders: againſt the peace 
of Society? They that libel the Eſtabliſh- 
ment and the whole Chriſtian name, ih 
ſo outra dus x manner as hath lately been 
practiſed, are the Perſecutors moſt pro- 
perly ſpeaking, and not they act call them 
ro Juſtice: © 

What can theſe Tse Enthuſiaſts ſay 
for themſelves, who: becauſe they may 
have an Evil eye at Church lands, or ard 

angry with the Clergy for requiring Tychs, 
will needs quarrel with Religion it ſelf? 
1s it not high time to ſeek the Magiſtrate's 
protection, when they ſeruple not to de- 
clare openly for + aboliſhing the Prieſthood, 
which is an effential part of the Conſtitu- 
tion? I not this ating und reaſoning as 


4 * 3 


+ Woolſton's Defence, p. 67, * Ib. p. 18, 224 f Ibid. 
| | 4 Ys e 


— falſely called pon 


abjurly as any Tartar, Goth" or Seythian 7 
(ro uſe my Lord *Shaftsbury's Words,) Is it 
not actually a Prieſt maſſacre, which they 
recommend with fuch a Barbarous ai 

Is it not like endeavouring to deferoy a 

Philoſophy in hatred to 4 Man? does it not 
imply as errant a Tartar notion; as to de- 
firoy or murder a Man; in order to phinder 
him of his Wit, and get the Inheritance of 
bis Underflanding ? What can be faid for 
ſuch behaviour? What is it at the bottom 
but fing at every Religious and Moral 

principle, denying every Natural and Social 
affettion, and rendring men as much Brutes 
as poſſible to one another, whilſt they deſeribe 
them as ſuch ? Is not this the ſame Spirit 
of Maſſacre of which this noble Author tells 
us f Mr. Hobbes was poſſaſſed, when. exceſe 
of fear or horror had run atuay with bis 
Judgment! Has it not in apptarance ſome- 
thing of the Savage? This able and witty 
„ Philoſopher, fays his Lordſhip, was ſo 
* poſſeſſed with an horrour of this kind, 
* che both Orr 5 to „ 


2 — 


— 's Characteriſt. vol U. p.86. | 
1 Ibid; p. - + RD 
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42 — falſaly called aft. 
| | % Morals" he directly. acted in this Spirit 
« of Maſſacre. The fright he took upon 
*<. the Sight of the then Governing powers, | 
« who unjuſtly aſſumed the Authority of 
the People, gave him ſuch an abhor- 
s rance. of all Popular government, and 
1 Try notion of Liberty it ſelf; 


4 


22 ns ah very extinguiſhing of Let- 

4 ters, and exhorts Princes not to ſpare ſo. 
“ much as a Roman or Greek Hiſtorian. | 
* —And his. quarrel with Religion was. 
the ſame as with Liberty. 

The Oppoſers of the Efabliſhment can- 
not well complain of this being too ſevere 
upon them, ſince they have ſo rudely treated 

» perſons . who required more reſpect if we 
c conſider them only as Lords of Parliament, 
do ſay nothing of their more Sacred Cha- 

racter. It is not- here intended to vindicate 
thoſe Right Reverend Divines with whom 

ſo much unmannerly freedom is taken, 

Their well-known worth is above it, and 

their Reputation ſo well eſtabliſhed, diſ- 

dains it, as it would be but leſſening their 

Character to ſuppoſe they need defending: 
And indeed their Adverſaries themſelves 
: | 1 wanting 


= He Cue of — bo 
J wanting matter of accùſation, pay A r N 
; of deferenet to their Worth, by ſhewing | 
| the World that they are obliged to have 
recourſe to Railing; A Method of Contro- 
verſy for which Writers who had any pre- 
tenſions OE" = m— ——_ were 
never remarkable. as 10 21702 
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J dn Gf Licentioufneſs. ” Nan 


$ ou us it fecatddaicnatiiry: to vindi- The Cauſes 
cate the Eſtabliſhment at this time 2 

8 againſt choſe adverſaries who are ſtriving to 

0 introduce a General licentiouſneſs, ſince they 

$ cannot hope for a more favourable oppor- 

| tunity by reaſon of ſeveral concurring-cir- 
cumſtances. To ſay nothing of Party diſ- 
putes and Religious controverſies, with 
which this nation is ſo much diſtracted, 

_ the, great increaſe of Luxury and Vice gf 
all kinds, and almoſt univerſal neglect E 
Piety and Goodneſs, too plainly ſhews the 

decay of Wit and Good ſenſe, as well as of 
Religion and Virtue. _ What. a viſible alte- 
ration is there in our Modern Writings? 
ne 8 The 
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The Corruption of Men's manners cer- 
tainly gives a wrong byaſs to their judg : 
ments ſince the Heart frequently leads the 


Underſtanding. When a Man's Taſte is 


depraved, it appears in every thing; and 
thoſe who value themſelves for New re- 
finements of any ſort, are generally fan- 
taſtical in every thing : Even Religion and 
Government muſt be new wm to 
pleaſe them. 

To be accuſtomed to conful Primitive 
Rules in one particular, naturally leads us 


to do the ſame in Others: But the Mind 


chat is not uſed to form its manners by 


Nules, will never admit them to govern 
in any thing elſe ; and thus Extravagence 


in Living is moſt commonly attended with 


Licentiqufneſs in Speaking and Writing. 


$. 2. But really it ſeems impoſſible to con- 
ceive, that, by aboliſhing our Eſtabliſh- 
ment and ſetting up Atheiſm and Infideli- 


ty, the Goſpel will read, and Vartue, Ro- 
 ligion. and Learning will more than ever 
flouriſh and. abound. Can this be done by 


mn une en 


Sh 


—— — 


— 


Con- 
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of x Future eſtate of Rewards and Pu- 

niſhment? If Men's Luſts and Paſſions 

were once let looſe, Virtue, Religion and 

Learning would ſcarce be minded: Arts 7 
and Sciences muſt of courſe decay; and ＋ 
theſe very Infidels themſelves would ſoon 
find chat however plauſible their Schemes, 
for pulling down our Eſtabliſnment, may 
ſeem, they were never calculated” for che 
Good of Society, which is inconſiſtent with 
Anatchy and Confuſ io. 
“ Such Conſequences as cheſe (to con- 
« clude-with Sir William Temple) I doubt 
are ſomething more than the diſputed 
opinions of any Man, or any Particular 
* affetnbly of Men can be worth; fihce 
che great and general End of all Reli- 
- | © gion, next to Men's happineſs bereafter, 
is cheir happineſs here; as appears by 
the Commondmenes of God being the beſt 
- | © and greateſt Moral and Civil, as well as 
Divine precepts, that have been given to 
/ | © a Nation; and by the Rewards propoſed 
2 | © to the Piety of the — N the 
Old Teſtament. 
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dible that the Men of any thought amongſt 
them, ' ſhould really wiſh or defire that 
their Scheme ſhould generally obtain in 


the World: only they are willing perhaps 
to indulge their vanity in maintaining Pa- 


ſors general over Mankind, their malict in 
affronting the Clergy, and their Ieuity in 


was much of a Libertine and uſed: to 


emily among his men and maids, his 


e thers before their time, and the Lady 
of the Houſe became acquainted with 


radoxes, their pride in ſetting up for Cen- 


raiſing a Laugh to divert their Compani- 
ons. But if theſe be their aims, they may 
happen to exceed, and to puſh the point 
too far till they ſee cauſe to repent of it. 
I remember a Story of a certain Squire, 
a great advocate for Licentiouſneſs; He 


e be flouriſhing. often in commendation of 
„ Lewdneſs &c. He harangued on it ſo 
« long till it began to operate in his Fa- 


« wife, and daughters. The Young fe- 
e males thereupon grew up to be Mo- 


the arts of Intrigue and Gallantry. With- 
« in a while, the example ſpread from the 
2 * Hall to the Cottages, among the Te- 

« nants 


the wn of 1 Licentiow fur 
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* nants arid their Families; great confu- 5 — 
« ſion ſoon followed: Nothing but Laſci- 


« yiouſneſs, Sloth and Beggary reign'd in 
the whole neighbourhood. The Tenants 


« could not pay their Rents, and Charges 


« at the Hall increaſed daily by Wanton- E 


8 « neſs, Luxury and High-living. Ar laſt, 
« the Squire ſeeing the effect of his In- 


" ſtructions, and by this time grown very ; 
« ſerious; Hah! fays he, I liked the Do- 
< Erine well while it ſerved to keep my 


« ſelf in countenance at the Club, and to 
« pratify my Humour: But had I conſi- 
« derd as much as I have done ſince, it 


4 ſhoald never have gone farther. © It is 
very pretty doctrine for a few pleaſant 
Gentlemen or ſo, amongſt Eng | 
's but! it will never do for the Word“ 158 


york oft 1 I | " 


Conftiturion in 
— 75 State, Wen draw the Pro 


an high Offence againſt the Crown. 


fuch Libellers, ſuch Perſecuters, ſuch Incendiarie 
according to Law, is not Per/eeution, bu 
| Fuſtice towards chem, Mercy towards akin 
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ERE is prpurng 6 for che rea. 4 
Treatiſe, ſhewingy | 0003 


1 hat Blaſ pheming the om al 
Men ought 40 A 16 Butte 7 ici 


the Starute. a 
II. Thar the Libelli Chritt Telus thei 
ing Defamas 

as Libel 


bee of dur Religions by 1 
tiom, is, at leaſt, as great u 
= «Government, and puniſhable dera 
in 
tr” That Toſults, Threats, Abulcs upou 
Chriſtian Prelates, or Clergy, for executi 
their Sacred Office, and mazuraining the Gol 


ways teal Periccution... ._ 
That 122 and Publiſhing 10 


vectives againſt our 


into a diſlike of Roth, and, at the ſamd 
time, into trreligion and Infidelity, is ſeditious 


and mutinous, à violation of the Peace, and 


V. That the puniſhing ſuch Blaſpheniers q 
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